GERMAN THEOLOGY,                     29$

Pulpit.' The writer finds it true even of the most"
learned and inquiring men, that they generally keep
to the religion in which they were educated. A
blind faith is convenient. It is inculcated by the
clergy of all nations. For this, however, ministers of
the Christian religion hav-e not the example of Christ
and his apostles. They established a rational religion,
and appealed to reason against the religion of the
Pagans, It is true that St. Paul says, concerning the
things of God, that they are foolishness to the natural
man. But he is not here contrasting the darkness of
reason with the light of revelation. The contrast is
between the psychical or sensuous man and the spiritual
man. St. Paul, in an epistle to the Corinthians,
speaks of the reason being taken captive to the
obedience of Christ. This passage is often misquoted;
instead of the words ' of Christ,' it is generally read
of faith. But St. Paul is not opposing reason. He
only condemns certain false <reasonings' of the Co-
rinthians. Under the figure of a warfare, he describes
their reasonings as subdued by the Gospel, It was
commonly argued by the clergy that reason had lost
its power through the fall. To this the writer of the
* Fragments ' answers, that the reason of the first men
could not have been great, when they listened to the
words of the serpent and disobeyed the clear command
of God. The reason of man is not surely weaker now
than it was then. It is impossible that we could be
eo weak as to sin after the similitude of Adam's
transgression. The Scriptures lay the foundation of
faith in reason, The Lutherans (reason3 -against
election and reprobation, as contrary to the goodness